A LASTING LEGACY OF A LIFE WELL LIVED

When | came on the Intermountain District in the late 1970’s, | had already heard and knew about a
man named Ron Kratzer from Baker City Church who was an active camp supporter and had
directed camps along with his sweet wife Thelma. | heard about some of their spiritual moments but
more about some of their shenanigans that had occurred at their camps. When Rev. Kratzer was
elected District Superintendent | was elated and had the opportunity to serve in several District
Assemblies as his recording secretary. When | was elected Chairman of the Camps Board in the
early 1980’s, Dr. Kratzer was at the helm of leadership. It was his responsibility to make the request
to the jurisdictional GS that Intermountain District had a desire to purchase 200 acres to build a new
camp. He was immediately met with pushback and a reluctance with the statement, “Why would you
purchase property for a camp when most Nazarene Districts are selling and getting out of Christian
Camping?” But Dr. Kratzer was a fighter and a firm believer in the value of a camp experience for
every age of person. He never gave up the battle and the purchase was eventually approved. Now,
25 years later, what we have is much due to the efforts and tenacity of Dr. Ron Kratzer. In his youth,
as a young man at Nampa First Church, he would go to camp and his Dad was frequently the camp
counselor. He shared many stories of how much value he found in a week at camp for children and
youth. Many of the buildings and areas of the camp that have signs of dedication to individuals or
groups were dedicated and blessed by the prayers of Ron Kratzer. Eventually, the main road
through the center of the camp was named Kratzer Way to honor his legacy. Recently, | attended
an anniversary party in honor of him and Thelma. | was actually headed to Trinity Pines later that
day. As he sat in his wheelchair surrounded by family and friends who had gathered, | shared
privately with him where | was headed after the party. He was holding my hand and when | said
Trinity Pines he gave me a squeeze of encouragement. He loved camp, he loved Trinity Pines, but
most of all he loved Jesus. Any time | ever saw Rev. Ron, he would always ask me “how is camp.”
Way after his retirement and even when he became more feeble and communication became more
difficult. Now, free of pain and suffering in this life, he is home with his friend 7 I -
Jesus for eternity. | always love to relay the story to people on tours as to el
why the name Kratzer Way and the important role that this man played in \
what generations will enjoy for years to come. While many campers today
have never met him, they at least read the road signs and know that there
was someone by that name that did something for Trinity Pines. We are
blessed by the support, love and determination of Ron Kratzer and his love
for camps on the Intermountain District.

Rick Waitley
Executive Director
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WHAT IS CCCA: You may not know that Trinity
Pines belongs to and holds membership with an
organization called CCCA. We commonly call the
organization “three C/A.” The organization is based
out of Colorado. The actual name is Christian Camp
and Conference Association, and its main purpose
is as follows:

The purpose of the Christian Camp and Conference
Association (CCCA) is to maximize the ministry of its
member Christian camps and conference centers by
providing professional training, resources, and a
collaborative network. It helps these organizations
improve performance, expand outreach, and recruit
staff and campers, with the goal of helping more
people become committed disciples of Jesus Christ.

Dues to the organization are based upon the
revenue generated by the camp each fiscal year.

CHRISTMAS ON CABARTON: Please tell your
friends to stop in and drive through the camp on the
first three weekends of December. Make a stop by
the Conference Center for a craft, picture, some
food, and hot drinks.

The event will be open 6-9 each Saturday and
Sunday night, December 6-7, 13-14, and 20-21. See
Trinity Pines in an exciting new way when it is full of
Christmas color and themes telling the story of
Jesus.

Volunteers are needed to greet guests, help with
crafts and cookie design or photography. If you are
interested in helping on both nights, housing can be
arranged. Contact the camp office by phoning 208-
382-6200 or emailing office@tpines.org.

NOW IS THE TIME TO CATCH UP: Share the
Dream (December 4) and the end of the Camp
Fiscal year (December 31) are just around the
corner. If you made a pledge last November to
Share the Dream and need to catch up on your
pledge of faith for the camp we welcome your
financial support. Mail all payments to Trinity Pines
55 SW 5th Ave. Suite 100, Meridian, ID 83642.

WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS: Even though our
push for volunteers is heaviest in the summer
months we still have large groups of guests which
require that we do additional staffing. With this in
mind if you are available to help out for a weekend
and see the beautiful way God often carpets the
camp with snow, contact Steve and Cheryl Haney,
Volunteer Coordinators. Their magic makes it all
happen with scheduling, communication, and
assigning volunteers where needed. If you are
interested in joining this group of folks, please
contact the Haneys at 208-343-6156 or
hansted@yahoo.com.

HOW WILL SHARE THE DREAM BE DIFFERENT
THIS YEAR? This is the 19th Share the Dream on
December 4, at 6:30 PM, at Valley Shepherd. We
will still have some of the same components of the
evening, sharing about the mission project,
recognizing individuals for their service and support,
hearing from DS Deakins and seeing what has been
accomplished this past year and what is ahead.

However, the 19th Share the Dream will also
celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Trinity Pines. Five
individuals who played significant roles in the early
days of Trinity Pines will be featured in recorded
videos providing their perspective of what has
happened in those 25 years: Terry Martin, Tree City;
Leigh Salisbury, Grace Bible; Randy Peterman,
Eagle Naz; David Slonaker, Eagle Naz; and Rick
Waitley, Valley Shepherd. It's a Nazarene event so
of course we will have food — a dessert fellowship
with an opportunity for you to visit and interact with
everyone present.

Be sure you make members of your family who have
attended Trinity Pines in the past 25 years aware of
this special event and ask them to attend. To
register and reserve a seat contact
office@amgidaho.com or call Rhonda at 208-888-
0988. Provide us your name and home church so
we can have a nametag for you for the event. We
look forward to seeing you.

MAIN PROJECTS AHEAD: We have two main
projects on the drawing board right now at Trinity
Pines. The new front entrance gates at the north and
south end of the property and the restroom in Elk
Valley. The funding for the gates is all tied to the
$25.00 for 25 year Campaign. The restroom project
is needing to backfill the $150,000 that the Murdock
Foundation did not approve in the original grant.

Your generosity for both projects has been
appreciated. Please join us in prayer as we continue
to work on details with the City of Cascade on plans
and drawings as well as the necessary funds for
starting construction.

SUMMER CAMP DATES AND RATES:The camp
board recently met and set registration and rental
fees for all groups who are guests at Trinity Pines.
Looking at Summer Camps in 2026 these are the
dates and the rates for attending camp:

Camp Dates Early Bird Reg. Fee
Gen. Girls’ June 8-10 $105 $130
Gen. Boys' June 10-12 $105 $130
Sr. High June 15-19 $275 $310
Kids’ June 22-26 $245 $280
Jr. High July 13-17 $275 $310

Note: The early bird date for early registration has
not been set yet and the date that registration will
open has not been announced. We know it will be
after the first of the year.
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